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VEGETATIVE PLAN 

SOD LAYOUT AND PREPARATION

APPEARANCE OF GOOD SOD

TOPSOILING - Tp
CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS
1. STRIPPING SHOULD BE CONFINED TO THE IMMEDIATE CONSTRUCTION AREA. A 4 TO 6 INCH STRIPPING DEPTH IS COMMON, BUT MAY VARY

DEPENDING ON THE PARTICULAR SOIL.
2. IF PH VALUE IS LESS THAN 6.0, LIME SHALL BE APPLIED AND INCORPORATED WITH THE TOPSOIL TO ADJUST THE PH TO 6.5 OR HIGHER.

TOPSOILS CONTAINING SOLUBLE SALTS GREATER THAN 500 PARTS PER MILLION SHALL NOT BE USED.
3. THE LOCATION OF TOPSOIL STOCKPILES SHOULD NOT OBSTRUCT NATURAL DRAINAGE OR CAUSE OFF-SITE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE.
4. STOCKPILES SHALL BE CONTAINED BY SEDIMENT BARRIERS TO PREVENT SEDIMENTATION ON ADJACENT AREAS. STOCKPILES SHALL BE

STABILIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS FOR DS1, DS2, PM OR TB.

SITE PREPARATION
TOPSOILING
WHEN TOPSOILING, MAINTAIN NEEDED EROSION CONTROL PRACTICE SUCH AS DIVERSIONS, GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURES, BERMS, DIKES,
LEVEL SPREADERS, WATERWAYS, SEDIMENT BASINS, ETC.
GRADING
GRADES ON THE AREAS TO BE TOPSOILED WHICH HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY ESTABLISHED SHALL BE MAINTAINED.
LIMING
SOIL TESTS SHOULD BE USED TO DETERMINE THE PH OF THE SOIL.  WHERE THE PH OF THE SUBSOIL IS 5.0 OR LESS OR COMPOSED OF HEAVY
CLAYS, AGRICULTURAL LIMESTONE SHALL BE SPREAD AT THE RATE OF 100 POUNDS PER 1,000 SQUARE FEET.  LIME SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED
UNIFORMLY OVER DESIGNATED AREAS AND WORKED INTO THE SOIL IN CONJUNCTION WITH TILLAGE OPERATIONS AS DESCRIBED IN THE
FOLLOWING PROCEDURES.
BONDING:  USE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS TO INSURE BONDING OF TOPSOIL:
1. TILLING: AFTER THE AREAS TO BE TOPSOILED HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO GRADE, AND IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO DUMPING AND SPREADING

THE TOPSOIL, THE SUBGRADE SHALL BE    LOOSENED BY DISCING OR SCARIFYING TO A DEPTH OF AT LEAST 3 INCHES TO PERMIT
BONDING OF THE TOPSOIL TO THE SUBSOIL.

2. TRACKING: PASSING A BULLDOZER OVER THE ENTIRE SURFACE AREA OF THE SLOPE TO LEAVE HORIZONTAL DEPRESSIONS.
 APPLYING TOPSOIL
1. TOPSOIL SHOULD BE HANDLED ONLY WHEN IT IS DRY ENOUGH TO WORK WITH WITHOUT DAMAGING SOIL STRUCTURE.
2. A UNIFORM APPLICATION OF 6 INCHES (UNSETTLED) IS RECOMMENDED, BUT MAY BE ADJUSTED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE ENGINEER OR

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

DISTURBED AREA STABILIZATION (W/ MULCH ONLY) - Ds1
MULCHING MATERIALS
SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS AND APPLY AT THE DEPTH INDICATED:
1. DRY STRAW OR HAY SHALL BE APPLIED AT A DEPTH OF 2 TO 4 INCHES PROVIDING COMPLETE SOIL COVERAGE.
ONE ADVANTAGE OF THIS MATERIAL IS EASY APPLICATION.
2. WOOD WASTE (CHIPS, SAWDUST OR BARK) SHALL BE APPLIED AT A DEPTH OF 2 TO 3 INCHES. ORGANIC MATERIAL FROM THE CLEARING STAGE OF
DEVELOPMENT SHOULD REMAIN ON SITE, BE CHIPPED, AND APPLIED AS MULCH. THIS METHOD OF MULCHING CAN GREATLY REDUCE EROSION
CONTROL COSTS.
3. POLYETHYLENE FILM SHALL BE SECURED OVER BANKS OR STOCKPILED SOIL MATERIAL FOR TEMPORARY PROTECTION. THIS MATERIAL CAN BE
SALVAGED AND RE-USED.

APPLYING MULCH
WHEN MULCH IS USED WITHOUT SEEDING, MULCH SHALL BE APPLIED TO PROVIDE FULL COVERAGE OF THE EXPOSED AREA.
1. DRY STRAW OR HAY MULCH AND WOOD CHIPS SHALL BE APPLIED UNIFORMLY BY HAND OR BY MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT.
2. IF THE AREA WILL EVENTUALLY BE COVERED WITH PERENNIAL VEGETATION, 20-30 POUNDS OF NITROGEN PER ACRE IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL
AMOUNT SHALL BE APPLIED TO OFFSET THE UPTAKE OF NITROGEN CAUSED BY THE DECOMPOSITION OF THE ORGANIC MULCHES.
3. APPLY POLYETHYLENE FILM ON EXPOSED AREAS.

ANCHORING MULCH
1. STRAW OR HAY MULCH CAN BE PRESSED INTO THE SOIL WITH A DISK HARROW WITH THE DISK SET STRAIGHT OR WITH A SPECIAL “PACKER DISK.”
DISKS MAY BE SMOOTH OR SERRATED AND SHOULD BE 20 INCHES OR MORE IN DIAMETER AND 8 TO 12 INCHES APART. THE EDGES OF THE DISK
SHOULD BE DULL ENOUGH NOT TO CUT THE MULCH BUT TO PRESS IT INTO THE SOIL LEAVING MUCH OF IT IN AN ERECT POSITION.  STRAW OR HAY
MULCH SHALL BE ANCHORED IMMEDIATELY AFTER APPLICATION.
STRAW OR HAY MULCH SPREAD WITH SPECIAL BLOWER-TYPE EQUIPMENT MAY BE ANCHORED.  TACKIFIERS, BINDERS AND HYDRAULIC MULCH WITH
TACKIFIER SPECIFCALLY DESIGNED FOR TACKING STRAW CAN BE SUBSTITUTED FOR EMULSIFIED ASPHALT. PLEASE REFER TO SPECIFICATION
Tac-TACKIFERS. PLASTIC MESH OR NETTING WITH MESH NO LARGER THAN ONE INCH BY ONE INCH SHALL BE INSTALLED ACCORDING TO
MANUFACTURER’S SPECIFICATIONS.
2. NETTING OF THE APPROPRIATE SIZE SHALL BE USED TO ANCHOR WOOD WASTE. OPENINGS OF THE NETTING SHALL NOT BE LARGER THAN THE
AVERAGE SIZE OF THE WOOD WASTE CHIPS.
3. POLYETHYLENE FILM SHALL BE ANCHOR TRENCHED AT THE TOP AS WELL AS INCREMENTALLY AS NECESSARY.

TEMPORARY VEGETATION AND MULCHING - Ds2
LIME: APPLY AGRICULTURAL LIME AT A RATE OF ONE TON PER ACRE.
FERTILIZER: APPLY 10-10-10 FERTILIZER AT A RATE OF 500 LBS PER ACRE.
MULCHING RATES FOR TEMPORARY VEGETATION:

1 - DRY STRAW:  2 TONS PER ACRE
2 - DRY HAY:  2.5 TONS PER ACRE
3 - WOOD CELLULOSE MULCH OR WOOD PULP FIBER:  500 LBS PER ACRE

PERMANENT VEGETATION AND MULCHING - Ds3
LIME: APPLY AGRICULTURAL LIME AT A RATE OF ONE TO TWO TONS PER ACRE AS RECOMMENDED BY SOIL TESTS.
FERTILIZER: APPLY 6-12-12 FERTILIZER AT A RATE OF 1500 LBS PER ACRE.
MULCHING RATES FOR PERMANENT VEGETATION:

1 - DRY STRAW:  2 TONS PER ACRE
2 - DRY HAY:  2.5 TONS PER ACRE
3 - WOOD CELLULOSE MULCH OR WOOD PULP FIBER:  500 LBS  PER ACRE

TIFTUF BERMUDA SOD - Ds4
APPLY AGRICULTURAL LIME AT A RATE OF TWO TONS PER ACRE.
APPLY 6-12-12 FERTILIZER AT A RATE OF 1500 LBS PER ACRE.

INSTALLATION
1. LAY SOD WITH TIGHT JOINTS AND IN STRAIGHT LINES. DO NOT

OVERLAP JOINTS. STAGGER JOINTS AND DO NOT STRETCH SOD.
2. ON SLOPES STEEPER THAN 3:1, SOD SHOULD BE ANCHORED WITH PINS

OR OTHER APPROVED METHODS.
3. INSTALLED SOD SHOULD BE ROLLED OR TAMPED TO PROVIDE GOOD 

CONTACT BETWEEN SOD AND SOIL.
4. IRRIGATE SOD AND SOIL TO A DEPTH OF 4" IMMEDIATELY AFTER

INSTALLATION.
5. SOD SHOULD BE CUT OR SPREAD IN EXTREMELY WET OR DRY

WEATHER.
6. IRRIGATION SHOULD BE USED TO SUPPLEMENT RAINFALL FOR A

MINIMUM OF 2-3 WEEKS.

MATERIALS
1. SOD SELECTED SHOULD BE CERTIFIED.  SOD GROWN IN THE GENERAL

AREA OF THE PROJECT IS DESIRABLE.
2. SOD SHOULD BE MACHINE CUT AND CONTAIN 3/4" (+ OR - 1/4" OF SOIL, 

NOT INCLUDING SHOOTS OR THATCH.
3. SOD SHOULD BE CUT TO THE DESIRED SIZE WITHIN + OR -5% TORN OR

UNEVEN PADS SHOULD BE REJECTED.
4. SOD SHOULD BE CUT AND INSTALLED WITHIN 36 HOURS OF DIGGING.
5. AVOID PLANTING WHEN SUBJECT TO FROST HEAVE OR HOT WEATHER,

IF IRRIGATION IS NOT AVAILABLE.

MAINTENANCE
1. RE-SOD AREAS WHERE AN ADEQUATE STAND OF SOD IS NOT OBTAINED.  NEW SOD SHOULD BE MOWED SPARINGLY.
2. GRASS HEIGHT SHOULD NOT BE CUT LESS THAN 2"-3" OR AS SPECIFIED.
3. APPLY ONE TON OF AGRICULTURAL LIME AS INDICATED BY SOIL TEST OR EVERY 4-6 YEARS.  FERTILIZE GRASSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH

SOIL TESTS.

PIEDMONT VEGETATIVE COVERS
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DUST CONTROL - DU
THIS PRACTICE SHALL BE EMPLOYED TO CONTROL SURFACE AND AIR MOVEMENT OF DUST ON SITE. METHOD SHALL INCLUDE
SPRAYING OF DISTURBED AREAS WITH WATER ON A PERIODIC BASIS WHEN EXPOSED SOIL BECOMES DRY. CONTRACTOR SHALL MONITOR
THESE AREAS AND APPLY DUST CONTROL BEFORE SOIL BECOMES EXCESSIVELY DRY.

TACKIFIERS - Tac-1 (TYPE I TACKIFIERS: SYNTHETIC POLYMERS)

CONTRACTOR SHALL INCORPORATE USE OF ANIONIC POLYACRYLAMIDE WITH ALL TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT GRASSING FOR AREAS
THAT HAVE NOT BEEN STABILIZED WITH TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT COVER WITHIN 7 DAYS OF INITIAL DISTURBANCE.  ANIONIC PAM
APPLICATION SHALL COMPLY WITH ALL FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAWS, RULES, OR REGULATIONS GOVERNING ANIONIC PAM.  THE
OPERATOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SECURING REQUIRED PERMITS. USERS OF ANIONIC PAM SHALL OBTAIN AND FOLLOW ALL MATERIAL SAFETY
DATA SHEET REQUIREMENTS AND MANUFACTURER'S RECOMMENDATIONS.
 •APPLICATION RATES SHALL CONFORM TO MANUFACTURER’S GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATION.
•ONLY ANIONIC FORMS OF PAM SHALL BE USED. ANIONIC PAMS SHALL BE NO MORE THAN 0.05% ACRYLAMIDE MONOMER BY WEIGHT, AS
ESTABLISHED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.
•NOT HARMFUL TO PLANTS, ANIMALS AND AQUATIC LIFE.
•CONTAIN NO GROWTH OR GERMINATION INHIBITING MATERIALS.
•SHALL NOT REDUCE INFILTRATION RATES.

VEGETATIVE PLAN, cont.
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